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Topics

• Review of Strategy
• Recent Results
• Sales Catalogues
• Pedigree Certs
• AOB
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Sheep Ireland- Strategy Review 
• Strategy: 

– 20 recommendations from Strategy Project Team in 2008
– Reviewed in August 2010 – 14 completed, 2 partial, 4 require further 

action
– Revised 13 objectives established and adopted by Board

• Revised Objectives:
– 1, 2, 3, 4: industry engagement through breed societies, 

enhancement of a performance recording culture, engagement with 
meat processors.

– 5, 6: development of farm services and partnered research on 
development and enhancement of trait definition and performance 
recording.

– 7, 8: deal with structural issues cost efficient structure(s) for Sheep 
Ireland to capture information required for genetic evaluation and a 
restructure of the MALP program to reduce costs and target more 
intensive recording towards specific flocks.

– 9, 10, 11, 12, 13: deal with provision for new genomics technologies. 
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LambPlus – Belclare Uptake

BIRTH_YEAR TYPE LAMBS FLOCKS
2010 TOTAL 1070 25
2010 40 DAY WEIGHTS 654 19
2010 WEAN WEIGHTS 404 15
2010 SCAN DATA 57 2
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Sheep Ireland – Recent MALP and CPT 
Results

1 Star 
Rams

5 Star 
Rams

1 Star 
Belclare 

Rams

5 Star 
Belclare 

Rams
Lambs 3336 3267 599 360

Production 
Sub-Index -0.35 0.29 -0.26 0.27
Avg age at 

40 Days 46 Days 47 Days 49 Days 46 Days
Avg 40 Day 

Weight 17.1 Kgs 19.2 Kgs 17.6 Kgs 17.7 Kgs
Avg age at 
Weaning 
Weight 102 Days 104 Days 105 Days 108 Days

Avg 
Weaning 
Weight 28.4 Kgs 32.2 Kgs 28.7 Kgs 31.4 Kgs

Production Data
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Sheep Ireland – Recent CPT Results

Lambs
Lambing 

Ease Sub-
Index

Acc %
% 

Difficult 
Lambings

Lambs
Lambing 
Ease Sub-

Index
Acc %

% 
Difficult 

Lambings

CPT 828 -0.34 20% 15.00% 1270 0.39 21% 8.70%

LAMBING TRAITS
PROGENY OF 1 STAR RAMS PROGENY OF 5 STARS RAMS
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€uro-Star Evaluations

•Days to Slaughter

•Ultrasound Muscle & Fat 

•Lambing Ease 

•Lambing Survival

•Weaning Weight

•Ultasound Muscle & Fat

•Lambing Ease

•Lambing Survival

Lambing
Sub Index         

(Direct Progeny)

Production 
Sub Index         

(Direct Progeny)

Overall €uro-Star 
Sheep Value

Maternal
Sub Index     

(Daughters Progeny)
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Sheep Ireland – Catalogue

• Sheep Ireland developed a catalogue for The Belclare Sheep 
Society in 2010

• Catalogues printed and Distributed from Bandon
• Next Year – Society will be given access to print their own sales        

catalogues.
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Sheep Ireland – Pedigree Cert

• Sheep Ireland has began to develop a cert for The Belclare
Sheep Society for 2010.

• Cert will take the same format as the cattle cert shown
• Belclare Society will be given access to print pedigree certs.
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Common Interests – Sheep 
Ireland & Flock Book(s)

• Source of rams for commercial 
producers

• Breeding objectives
• Genetic evaluations
• Information for ram sales
• Pedigree records
• Promotion of best practise
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Breed Back Ancestry Data Status

• Belclare Received & Loaded
• Charollais Not Received
• Galway Received & Loaded
• Rouge Received & Loaded
• Suffolk Making Arrangements to receive
• Texel Not Received
• Vendeen Contract to be ratified 
• Breeds that share Back Ancestry for their entire Breed 

with Sheep Ireland will receive more accurate genetic 
evaluations than those who only have Ancestry from 

Lambplus Flocks included.

Current Situation


