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Breeding, the next generation!
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Sell more Rams
There is a growing demand for 4 and 5 Star Rams 

( & New SIS Scheme)

Most breeders are already doing it
58% of pedigree flocks were part of LambPlus in 2022

.
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Flockbook % Flocks in a LambPlus % Lambs born in a LambPlus
Belclare 80% 99%
Beltex 38% 63%
Blue Texel 67% 86%
Charollais 59% 83%
Donegal Cheviot 100% 100%
Galway 39% 52%
Hampshire Down 59% 90%
Irish Suffolk 50% 71%
Rouge de l'Ouest 56% 78%
S.O.I. Suffolk 75% 79%
Dutch Spotted 45% 71%
Texel 74% 92%
Valais Blacknose 34% 72%
Vendeen 84% 98%
Zwarbtle 21% 56%
Average 58% 84%



Sheep Ireland: Profit through science

Sell more Rams
There is a growing demand for 4 and 5 Star Rams 

( & New SIS Scheme)

Most breeders are already doing it
58% of pedigree flocks were part of LambPlus in 2022

It’s the right thing to do!!
Only through performance recording can we identify the 

right type of sheep for the future
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Agenda
• Why Join LambPlus

• What data needs to be collected & how 
to submit it?

• What are the benefits of LambPlus?

• Sheep Improvement Scheme

• How to sign-up to LambPlus
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What data needs to be collected?
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Every new 
flock is 
sent one 
of these
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How do I record the Lambing events?
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Videos Available here
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Benefits of joining LambPlus
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You’re probably doing most of the work already

• We already have the 
lambs on the database

• Just add weights and 
your started

• You probably writing 
those down 
somewhere already as 
well
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The LambPlus APP
• Free farm management tool (Pedigree or commercial)
• Works offline (No signal required)
• Allows for instant data capture (Less Paperwork!!)
 Add ewes to your flock
 Mating
 Pregnancy
 Lambing
 Weights
 Health
 Deaths & Movements
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Trial for Free Anytime!!
• Username = DEMO
• Password = DEMO



Sheep Ireland: Profit through science



Sheep Ireland: Profit through science

Flock Reports

10 types of flock reports
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Flock Reports

10 types of flock reports
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Flock Reports

10 types of flock reports
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3: Inbreeding Checker

Inbreeding checker to manage flock inbreeding
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Ram Team
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Genomic Services
Parentage 

assignment
Parentage 

assignment

Gender 
determination

Gender 
determination

Monitoring 
major 
genes

Monitoring 
major 
genes

ScrapieScrapie

InbreedingInbreeding

Monitoring 
lethal 
genes

Monitoring 
lethal 
genes

Genomic 
evaluations

Genomic 
evaluations

Breed 
Composition

Breed 
Composition

TraceabilityTraceability

DAFM Approved



Sheep Ireland: Profit through science

Genotyping Services
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• Subsidised down from €24.50 to €15
• Must have a DQI of 40% or more
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Genomic Services–Parentage**

All Flockbooks

#No. Sire checked/verified 15,816

% of Sire Errors 6.4%
% of Sire Errors with correct sire identified 79%

#No. Dam checked/verified 12,196

% of Dam Errors 3.3%
% of Dam Errors with correct sire identified 74%

**For animals born since 2016
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Extra Promotion for your flock
Sent to over 12,000 flocks 
annually
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RamSearch.ie

100K hits per year
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Sheep Improvement Scheme (SIS) 2023
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Sheep Improvement Scheme (SIS) 2023

• Participating farmers will be required to purchase a Genomically tested 
ram
• The Ram must 4 Star or better on the REP or TER index (Lowland Only)
• The Ram must be Sire Verified (Hill Only)
• The Ram must be Scrapie Type 1/2/3

• This will underpin Pedigree Ram sales for the next 5 years

• This will provide a solid sales for LambPlus flocks for the next 5 years
• We will need to actively seek out new flocks in areas where supply may not 

meet demand
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Signing up to LambPlus – Its Simple
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• Existing LP members and 
breeders of the following societies 
can sign-up easily online
• Belclare
• Beltex
• Blue Texel
• Charollais
• Dutch Spotted
• Galway
• Hampshire Down
• Rouge de L’Ouest
• Suffolk
• Texel
• Valais Blacknose
• Vendeen
• Zwarbtles

• NEW Breeders of other breeds 
• LambPlus sign-up form
• Found on the SI website www.sheep.ie or here 

tonight
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What can genetics deliver? 
Flocks Modelled

Flock Performance

Economics (net profit)

Sustainability

V’s

Weaning 1.54 lambs/ewe
Days to slaughter 200 days

Weaning 1.7 lambs/ewe
Days to slaughter 192 days

€230 per ha
€27 per ewe

€379 per ha
€45 per ewe

23.3 kg CO2 eq/ kg carcass 21.7 kg CO2 eq/ kg carcass

Using CPT 
commercial data

Key message: 
Consistently selecting 5-Star 

rams improves flock
• Performance

• Profitability and 
• Sustainability

Greater 
performance

Profit :
+66%

7% less 
CO2/kg
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Take Home Message
• LambPlus is meant for farmers like you. 

• Pedigree flocks are gathering most of this data anyway, just need to 
transfer it to the database – Simple with our APP. 

• The more flocks in LambPlus, the more profit every sheep 
farmer can make from improved genetics. Join our programme.

• New Scheme will increase the demand for performance 
recorded Rams


